CREATIVE   AND   CONSTRUCTIVE   ACTIVITIES

board placed horizontally, the children can build the
school with small bricks, sketch in the roads along which
they come from their homes, arrange matchboxes to
represent their houses, build up the larger buildings
with bricks or boxes, and in this way get in ftiind a
rough, concrete plan of what they are going to do.
While this is being done, the teacher has the chance
of drawing attention to the proportionate size of the
buildings as a preparation for the constructive work that
will follow.

Material will then be collected. Since the power of
manipulation and accuracy in measurement is still
relatively weak in seven-year-old children, we can help
them to achieve an end more satisfying to them, by
showing them how to use material that is already
partially in shape. Large matchboxes, cigarette cartons
or similar shaped boxes can be collected as a rule in
generous quantity, and with very little manipulation
the children can turn these into quite satisfactory
representations of houses and shops, a church, a school,
a cinema or garage.

Since our wider-scale study needs a good deal of
floor space, a folding ground-sheet made of calico or
canvas is often useful. This can be folded up and put
away on a shelf when the floor is required for- other
activities. Cardboard boxes can be used to pack away
buildings, trees and other objects, so that the work of
laying out and collecting up the model can be done in
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